
Referral for Highly Capable Identification
Overview, the Why & the How

Purpose of Highly Capable Identification:
To recognize the needs of students who perform, or show the

potential to perform, at advanced academic or cognitive levels and
to provide the support and services to help them

reach their potential.

The Why - Highly Capable students have diverse and unique challenges whose needs
might be beyond the scope of the general education classroom.  The general education
classroom is designed to meet the needs of the greatest population of students.  When
we have students that learn far outside of this mainstream, we are challenged to
determine what they need to be successful both academically, socially, and emotionally.
We know that students thrive when their needs are being met; the curriculum is matched
to their abilities, they are appropriately challenged to learn new skills and material, and
they have peers that share their abilities and/or interests.

We need to identify these students and provide them with opportunities to reach their
potential.  Historically, advanced students might already be familiar with the general
grade-level content and need to be recognized for this capacity.  In doing so, students
may be “identified” as having needs beyond what is expected within their grade level of
work.

The How - A variety of methods are used to identify our most highly capable students in
order to provide them with the appropriate services and their teachers with the support
to differentiate their curriculum to match abilities, talents, and potential.  The following
information provides you with the three areas that we focus on in order to identify these
students, please see the next page for a more in-depth explanation.

• Criteria – we use multiple instruments and data points to determine academic and
cognitive reasoning needs

• Observed Characteristics of Student – we use information from teachers, parents,
community, and students to identify behaviors and characteristics associated with gifted
students.

• Identification Team– we have a team of professionals representing multiple roles and
knowledge in different areas of education and student development.



Referral for Highly Capable Identification Overview, continued

Criteria

1. There is no single prescribed method  for identification of students among the
most highly capable. Multiple criteria are used for identification.

2. Students are assessed using the CogAT (Cognitive Abilities Test) to provide us
with information on how the student learns and reasons through new, unfamiliar
tasks; these skills are not the same as academic learning. Parent permission is
required, the link to the form is below.

2. Students will be assessed on their strengths, interests, and learning profile to
determine unique, highly  capable characteristics. Uneven profiles may
warrant further investigation to see if abilities are masked by disabilities,
behavior concerns, etc.

3. Student’s unique needs and capabilities will be assessed to determine need for
services.

4. Using a variety of data, the profiles of student strengths are revealed to indicate
the types of services required.

Observed Characteristics of Student
● Identification of behaviors and  characteristics associated with giftedness.
● Unusual extension of work beyond the  classroom.
● Task commitment, in-depth interests, unusual abilities and strengths, and

aptitude for learning.
● Qualitative and quantitative resources  from a variety of sources.
● Use of multiple indicators of potential and achievement.

Identification Team
Administrator, HiCap Coordinator, School Psychologist, Specialized Teachers

To refer a student for assessment as a Highly Capable learner:
1. Please read the handout, “Common Characteristics of Gifted Individuals” and
2. Complete the “HiCap Permission to Test.”

These documents are also available at each school’s main office, from your 
student’s classroom teacher, or on our website.  Contact Information:

Highly Capable Services
Port Angeles School District
HighlyCapable@portangelesschools.org

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UtVPPnn2RuNCGtvveN0_f9nJQAjwvXSZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iu6UhQsKiJNE3johgxY661abEGXufn1D/view?usp=sharing
mailto:HighlyCapable@portangelesschools.org

